
 
 

Dear Parents and carers, 
 

At Battle Hill Primary School we strive for excellence in all we do, and with this in 

mind, I would like to make you aware of our plans to enhance the learning experience of 

pupils in Years 4 and 5. 

 With your support we intend to incorporate mobile technology into all aspects of 

school life, as has happened for pupils in our current Y6. Over the past 2 academic 

years, school staff having been using iPads in their classrooms and we would like to 

extend their use by introducing a 1:1 iPad leasing scheme for pupils in Y4 and Y5. This 

will provide a personal iPad for your child which will not be used by any other pupil. By 

contributing to this scheme you are giving your child access to this fantastic learning 

technology not just at school but also at home and through the holidays. 
 

The aim of this produce is to: 

 

 Enhance teaching and learning therefore raising standards through the use of 

mobile technology.  

 Develop a culture of both collaborative and independent learning, working 

towards a flipped learning model.  

 Prepare our young people for today’s digital society.  

 

 

If you would like to find out more about the scheme, we would like to come along to 

school next Tuesday, October 18th at 3.30pm-4.30pm. I  will be speaking about how 

iPads are currently being used to enhance teaching and learning in Y5 & Y6, and Rob 

Williams from ‘Jigsaw’, our supplier, will give details about the devices we intend to 

lease. We are also asking some of our brilliant children to come along and show you 

their work. 

 

I hope you can make it next week, but, if not, please contact us to find out more. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs Wells 



What are the principles of the 1:1 iPad scheme?  

 

We have spent a lot of time researching and agreeing on a suitable format for 

iPad@Battle hill.  

 

Parents/Guardians have three choices to make: -  

 

(i) Opt in to the leasing scheme across 21 months, making the agreed payment  

each month.  You can pay upfront if you wish to do so.  

 

(ii) Opt in to the scheme and bring your own device, you are responsible for 

insurance for this option OR  

 

(iii) Opt Out of the scheme - While we would encourage all families to take part, 

it is your right to choose whether to do so or not.  An iPad will be made 

available on loan each day for students who have chosen not to take part in 

the scheme.  These devices will remain in school at all times and cannot be 

taken home.  

 

Is there a choice of IPad? 

Yes, we are giving parents the option to choose from 3 iPads, iPad Mini 2 32GB WIFI, 

iPad Mini 4 32GB WIFI or iPad Air 2 32GB full size.  The monthly price varies 

depending on which iPad you choose (from £16.60-£24.07) 

 

What happens when the Scheme ends?  

 

 

With Option One the device belongs to Battle Hill Primary School until all payments 

have been made in full with ownership transferring to parents/guardians at the end of 

the scheme or you can enter into a new lease scheme and upgrade the device.  

 

Can we just buy a device ourselves for a lower price?  

 

 Yes, almost certainly. However, this isn’t just about the device as the students will be 

provided with a case, a set of apps, and a 2 year warranty and insurance against 

accidental damage and theft. The total paid as part of the lease scheme for the iPad 2 

mini over 21 months which includes a robust case and comprehensive insurance, would 

be £348.60. This works out at just £3.83 a week.  

 

We will provide technical support whilst at school and your child will have access to  

learning resources on the school’s learning environment. Lessons will be planned with 

the understanding that each student has the same device.  These devices can be used 

at school during the day as well as at home in the evenings and weekends.  

 

What happens if the device gets damaged or lost?  



 

The devices will be insured for accidental damage and theft.   It is vital that everyone 

takes good care of the device to ensure it’s safekeeping.  The insurance company has 

specified the case which must be used and the school will take all reasonable steps to 

ensure devices are looked after when in the building.  All devices will have a tracking 

device (Find my iPad installed) and linked to our management system.  If a device is 

damaged, lost or stolen this must be reported immediately to the Class Teacher and 

Mrs Ferreira when in College.  If something happens outside of school Mrs Ferreira 

should be contacted as soon as possible.  

 

What happens if I change my mind?  

 

The programme is based on pupils having access to devices and we value support from 

our parents/carers.  You have made entered into an agreement over a period of twenty 

one  months.  If however, circumstances change please make an appointment and 

discuss this with us and/or leasing company.   

 

How does the payment system work ?  

BHPS will confirm that the programme is going ahead.  At this stage the online payment 

platform will open.  This is run and managed by our leasing partners Jigsaw 24 and 

Burnetts.  You will complete an online sign up and order your device.  At no stage will 

the school have access to your personal financial details.  Payments will be made on the 

first of each month through a direct debit system.  

 

What happens if I miss a payment ?  

 

Payments are made to Burnetts, our leasing partner.  If a payment is missed, without a 

known reason, the company will attempt a second payment, 10 days after the due date.  

If the second payment is rejected steps will be taken to retrieve the money and/or 

device.  If circumstances change please do have a discussion with our leasing partner or 

ourselves if you prefer. 

 

Behaviour for Learning 

 

How will behaviour be managed when using iPads?  

 

All pupils will sign an Acceptable Use Policy which clearly sets out how the iPads  

should be used and as they are expected to now follow our Classroom Rules.  

 

a) How will the teacher stop students playing games?  

 

The teacher will still be in charge of the classroom, and set engaging, challenging  

activities with expected outcomes that drive the focus of the class just as they do  

now.  There will of course be some abuse of the device and it will be dealt with by 

following the Behaviour for Learning system in the same way that poor behaviour is 



dealt with at the moment. Teachers will always have the right to remove Apps from an 

iPad during the lesson, ask pupils to close the case or put the iPad away.  

 

b) What will happen at break and lunchtime?  

 

Pupils will only be allowed to use the iPad at break and lunch when they have  

permission and are working on extended project work. During this time pupils can use 

their devices to access age appropriate games.  

We start the process from a position of trust, if we find that pupils abuse that  

trust then we will react accordingly and develop a stricter policy if necessary.  

 

c) What if students use the iPad to photograph each other without permission? 

This issue is covered in both the Acceptable Use Policy and our Behaviour for Learning 

Guidance.  This matter will be taken very seriously. In the same way that it is now if a 

student uses their phone in this way.     Playing games and taking photographs/video are 

possible now, as many of our pupils carry mobile phones. iPads would fit into our existing 

policies for dealing with such incidents.  

 

 

Infrastructure & APPS  

  

Will the WiFi be able to cope with over 200 iPads online at once?  

Yes. The school has of installed a new wireless network to provide full wireless  

coverage across the school.  Devices will be used in all subject areas. 

 

How are Apps managed ?  

 

We will provide all required educational Apps for use within school, these will be a 

mixture of both paid and free.   These will be rolled out to devices through the school’s 

Management System.  

 

Can I purchase Apps?  

 

Yes, as long as these are age appropriate.   As all devices are linked to the School 

Management System we can see what materials are both being used and accessed on 

the devices.  Anything which fails to meet our Acceptable Use Policy or deemed to be 

inappropriate will be removed.    

 

In relation to Bring Your Own Device, we appreciate that this is your property and 

would again recommend age appropriate Apps. 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding  



 

Will we be able to access the Internet?  

If you have Broadband at home the computer will be able to connect to that. A wireless  

router that plugs into your Internet line is a really good idea as the computer we 

provide will be wirelessly enabled.  

 

How can you make sure that students are safe?  

There are many risks in this area and it is important that all pupils engage fully  

with the risks before any iPads are issued. The school’s WiFi includes a range of filters 

ensuring that pupils cannot access inappropriate materials.  

  

a) Will our students be in danger if they are carrying an expensive iPad to  

school?  

 

We take this concern very seriously and our advice to pupils will be to hand the  

iPad straight over if they are challenged. The iPad can be remotely tracked, it will be  

labelled with school information, it is insured so can be replaced and all the pupils' work 

will be backed up. Issues of this nature will be referred to the police.  

A large number of our pupils currently carry expensive smart phones to school  

and are not under threat because of this.   

 

  

 

b) How will we ensure that pupils are not in danger when using social  

networking sites?  

It is possible to block access to certain sites within school on iPads, in the same way  

that it has been with PCs. If necessary this will happen, however we are mindful of  

our duty of care to our pupils and the responsibility that we have to educate them  

so that they understand the risks associated with social media and use it safely and  

positively.  

 

c) Will pupils spend all day staring at a computer screen?  

No, iPad@Battlehill  have  been introduced to complement existing teaching and 

learning activities and in no way will replace the use of pen and paper.  Students will use 

devices to carry our research, take photographs, videos etc then use this information.  

There will be different levels of usage within each lesson and our staff are aware of 

the need to avoid overuse with our young people.  

 

d) Will pupils sit in uncomfortable positions throughout the day that are  

bad for their backs?  

No, we have worked very closely with our provider to help us select the most  

appropriate case and advise us about safe use. Pupils will be involved in a  

series of events to ensure that information is shared on how to use the iPad as safely 

as possible.  

 



e) What risk assessments have been completed to look at Internet misuse,  

copyright and privacy?  

These are currently issues for all organisations and are covered in our current policies.  

The iPad does not change the fact that our students use the Internet in school, carry 

out research and create resources.  

 

What training has taken place to support your staff in iPad development ?  

 

Over the last two academic years, all our Teaching Staff have been using their own 

device.  This has allowed us to try, test and develop ideas.  Feedback from both staff 

and pupils has been overwhelmingly positive.  

 

We have worked very closely with Churchill Community College around the use of iPads, 

who have had very positive experiences and results as part of their programme.  

 

There is an iPad working group of staff who lead on the sharing of good practice and 

resource development with this being shared with all staff.   We are completing an 

intensive training programme with our education partner so are able to develop 

resources specifically for our students.  

 

 

 

What happens next?  

 

Please complete expressions of interest and return these to the School Office by 

Friday  21st October 2016 , marked for the attention of Mrs Ferreira.  The school will 

then make a decision based on numbers doing so, as to whether or not the project can 

go ahead.   

 

At no stage will the school have access to your personal financial details.  We are 

planning for devices to be delivered to school ready for distribution in November.  

 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact  

 

Louise Wells 

 Headteacher  

 

0191 234 7246 

Louise.wells@northtyneside .gov.uk 
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The following information provides a summary of our Acceptable Use Policy for 

iPad@BHPS.   All parents/guardians and students will be required to sign this policy on 

joining iPad@BHPS. 

 

 
iPad@BHPS Student Acceptable Use Summary 

 

iPad@BHPS exists in order to improve your learning experience and that of your peers.  It 

is important at all times that the iPad is used in a safe appropriate manner.  These guidelines 

will help keep you safe and ensure that everyone is aware of the expectations about using 

iPads in lessons and at home to support learning.  

 

Please take the time to read through this acceptable use agreement.  You must then sign and 

agree to this agreement to use an iPad as part of your school studies (both at school and home 

when appropriate). Although this agreement refers to iPads, it will apply to all students with 

personally owned iPads or other tablets. These rules also apply if you are using a loan iPad 

where you will still be fully responsible for the device. 

 

For my safety security and that of others I agree to use an iPad appropriately to help my learning. 

I agree to do everything below. 

 

1. Ensure my iPad is locked with a 4 digit pass-code that I keep secret. 

2. Keep the iPad@BHPS numbered logo as my lock screen.  

3. Name my iPad as my school ‘username -iPad’ (e.g. 14jsoap-ipad) and I will never change this. 

4. Turn on iCloud backup, Find My iPad and App auto-updates and keep them switched on. 

5. Keep my iPad in the protective case at all times and not deface this in any manner.  

6. Not use my iPad where it could be damaged easily (e.g. in rain, when running or moving 

between lessons etc.) and follow the guidance issued by staff in practical areas eg Art, 

Technology, PE.  

7. Not use my iPad to send, take or edit threatening messages, videos or photographs to 

anyone. 



8. Not attempt to bypass the school’s security settings or internet filters set up on your 

iPad. 

9. Not take or edit photographs or video without the person’s consent. 

10. Not leave my iPad unattended at school; and I will keep my iPad safe and secure at all 

times.  In practical lessons I will follow the directions given by staff.  

11. Not to use anyone else’s iPad without their permission or let anyone use my iPad; even if 

it is a loan device. 

12. Back up my iPad regularly and I will regularly check it has been done. 

13. I will not sync/link my iPad to any other iTunes accounts other than that set up for school.  

14. Report any damage to my iPad to parents and the school immediately. 

15. To ensure my safety, I understand that the school may check my iPad at any time; including 

Apps, photos, and messages.   

16. I will use my iPad for school work and homework effectively and appropriately. 

17. I will not waste time in school using my iPad for non-learning activities during lesson time.  

18. I will not behave in a way that can cause damage to iPads or distress/injury to others. 

19. I will report any unpleasant material or messages sent to me. I understand this report 

would be confidential and would help protect other students and myself;  

20. I will ensure that I will bring the iPad to school each day and that it is fully charged at 

the beginning of the school day. 

21. I will ensure my iPad is used appropriately outside school and supports my studies.  

22. I understand that my iPad is subject to random checks where staff can and will 

access/check my browsing history, Apps and photographs.  

 

iPads@BHPS will be used across all Curriculum Areas and is always at the teacher’s discretion. 

If the teacher has not asked you to use the iPad then it should be kept away in your school 

bag or closed on your desk. If the teacher feels that you have not been using the iPad 

responsibly then they will ask you to put it away and issue a suitable sanction; remember to 

follow the school rules at all times. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


