
Our Approach to Teaching Phonics 

 

What is phonics? 

Words are made up of small units of sounds called phonemes. These are 

represented by individual or groups of letters.  

The teaching of phonics is an important part of our early curriculum in 

school. It teaches children to listen carefully and identify the phonemes 

that make up each word, providing them with the building blocks that 

they need to be able to read and spell words. 

 

How is phonics taught? 

Throughout Key Stage 1, children receive a daily phonics lesson. This is 

a fast-paced lesson, which lasts for 20 minutes. We make sure that 

lessons are structured and enjoyable, with regular opportunities for 

children to practise and apply the skills that they have learned. We 

currently have 6 groups and the children are split between the groups 

according to their ability. Throughout the term, children can move 

between groups if it is felt that this is appropriate to best meet their 

needs. 

 

How is phonics assessed? 

The children are regularly assessed within their phonics groups to check 

their progress. Staff will assess whether the children can read and write 

the sounds that have been taught.  At the end of Year 1, all children will 

complete the Phonics Screening Check. During this short assessment, 

the children will have to read 20 real words and 20 pseudo (made up) 

words. The test will show whether the children have a good grasp of 

how to use their phonics knowledge to read both familiar and 



unfamiliar words. Any children who do not pass this test will receive 

some additional support in Year 2 and will then have another 

opportunity to complete the test at the end of the year. 

 

If you have any more questions about phonics teaching, please feel free 

to chat to your child’s teacher or you could have a look at one of the 

websites listed below. These not only give you more information about 

phonics, but some also contain some online games that you could play 

with your child to help consolidate what has been taught in school. 

 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk 

http://www.galacticphonics.com/ 

http://www.familylearning.org.uk/phonics_games.html 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks1/literacy/phonics/play/ 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_

data/file/194057/phonics_check_leaflet_2013_.pdf 
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