
 
 

 
 

Battle Hill Primary School Plan for Possible Reopening from 1st June 2020 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

As you will be aware, the government has announced that schools may reopen from 1 June to 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils if they think it is safe then. 

 

It is a very unsettling time for us all, but rest assured that we are going to be doing everything we 

can to make sure we are ready to receive these year groups if it is safe for our school to reopen 

to more pupils in the coming weeks. Thank you to those of you who responded to the school’s 

survey. Out of 120 respondents, 19% said ‘Yes’ they would send their child to school, 59% said ‘No’ 

and 22% were undecided. 

 

The school governors, who have the health and safety of the children, staff and school 

community as their highest priority, have agreed to continue the current provision for 

vulnerable groups of pupils and the children of Key Workers. In line with current government 

guidelines, pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will be invited back to school later in the 

term. However, after lengthy discussions, the governors have unanimously agreed to move 

cautiously and will review opening for more pupils during a meeting on 9th June 2020. Parents 

will be updated the following day. 

 

By working within the parameters of the government’s guidance and by completing a rigorous risk 

assessment of our school, we have created a detailed action plan, with main points listed below. 

Unfortunately Battle Hill will not look like it did before we went into lockdown, but please 

understand the safety of our children and staff are our highest priority during this difficult time.  

  

• Limiting class sizes – due to space and staffing, Reception and Year 1 classes will be no more 

than 15 pupils per group and Year 6 will be limited to 10 pupils per group. The children will 

remain in these groups during the duration of school until the summer break and will not 

interact with other groups, including during break times and before and after school.  

• Groups will be allocated staff who will remain with them. Please note this may not be their 

normal class teacher.  

• Staggered pick-up and drop-off times. Each group will be allocated a drop off gate. One 

parent/carer will be required to line up with their child two meters apart in order to adhere 

to safe social distancing measures and will not be allowed to enter the school yard. A 

member of staff will collect the children and escort them into class.  

Please note all children must be dropped off and picked up (including year 6) to avoid 

pupils congregating and breaching social distancing measures. Any children not dropped 

off and collected by an adult will not be allowed to return to school.   

• Once children are in school, they will be allocated a classroom, where they will remain with 

their group every day. They will sit at the same desk and be given a file containing 

resources, such as pencils etc which will remain for their use only. This will depend on age, 

as we acknowledge it will be impossible to restrict the movement of Reception and Year 1 

children within their classrooms.  



 
 
 

Please note: no pencil cases, mobile phones or any other toys etc will be allowed in 

school. Although iPads will be required to complete schoolwork, antibacterial wipes will 

be used to avoid contamination. 

• Children will have staggered break and lunch times and will not mix with other groups during 

these times.  

• Children are not to bring water bottles into school; disposable cups will be provided instead.  

• No hot meals will be provided, however packed lunches will be for eligible children to eat in 

classrooms. Where children bring their own packed lunch, it should be provided in a plastic 

bag which will be disposed of safely once eaten.  

• Children will not be required to wear school uniform, but freshly laundered clothes must be 

worn every day.  

• Children will be educated on effective infection control, including social distancing and 

hygiene measures such as washing hands on arrival to school, before and after eating and 

after coughing or sneezing etc.  
• Parents are advised to avoid public transport and instead walk, cycle or use family transport.  

• Increased cleaning measures will be put in place, with soft toys and toys that cannot be washed being 

removed from classrooms.  

• Where children or any household member display any symptoms, they should NOT be brought into 

school and school should be advised as soon as possible.  

• Any child who becomes ill in school, will be self- isolated and parents/ carers contacted to pick up their 

child immediately. The child will then need to be tested and if tested negative will be allowed to return 

to school. However, if tested positive, they should self-isolate for 14 days and school must be advised 

immediately. In this case, the child’s allocated group and staff members will also self-isolate for 14 

days.  

• Home learning will continue for those children not in school, however, this may look different for those 

children who choose not to come back to school with their year group, depending on staff availability 

etc.  

• School will remain open for vulnerable children and those children whose parents are key workers.  

• Breakfast and After School Club will not be available, as this would involve further social interaction 

between groups.  

• Parents will receive an end of year report for their child however, parents’ evenings will not go ahead 

this academic year.  

If your child is clinically extremely vulnerable, or living with someone who is in this group, they 

should not come back to school and should continue home learning. If your child is clinically 

vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable), you should follow medical advice to decide if 

they should come back to school. Please refer to government guidance: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-

vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-

persons-from-covid-19 

 

While we are desperate to get all our children back into school, we understand that 

parents/carers will have many concerns. However, I want to reassure you that we are not 

pressuring anyone to send their children to school and any parents choosing not to send their child 

in, will not be issued a fine by the local authority. I hope the main points above clarify things for 

all of you and will help parents of pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 to make an informed 

decision about sending their children back when the time comes. School is shut for half term next 

week, but I will be in touch week commencing 1st June in order to collect numbers of children who 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
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will be returning to school in line with our agreed timetable. It is important we are advised if 

your child will return to school when dates are agreed to enable planning of staff ratios and 

classroom allocations.  

In the meantime, the school is still open only for vulnerable pupils and the children of Key 

Workers. We know some employers will be encouraging you to return to work, but we are not in a 

position right now to extend places to other children.  We would like to thank you for your 

continued support in helping your child learn from home. 

 

If you have any queries regarding anything outlined in this letter, please email school 

office@battlehillps.org.uk and we will answer any questions as best we can.  Please continue to stay 

in touch and stay safe!  

 
Kind regards, 

Mrs L Wells 

mailto:office@battlehillps.org.uk

