
 

 

Dear Parent/Carer                                                                                                  27.08.21 

I hope that you have had a safe and enjoyable summer and your children are as excited as we 

are about returning to school. 

 Please note Wednesday 1 September is a staff training day. Children will return to school on 

Thursday 2 September.  

As you will be aware, the Government continues to make announcements regarding their roadmap 

out of lockdown. As restrictions have been lifted over the summer, we are still to see the 

impact of these actions and so are uncertain how September will evolve within school. We will 

continue to adhere to Government and Local authority advice and will be continually reviewing 

our procedures and risk assessments to keep our community safe.  

There have been some key changes, which include: 

• Any child/adult who has suspected symptoms should not attend school and should have a PCR 

test. If the test is negative, the child/adult should return to school. Children under 18 years 

old and fully vaccinated adults, are no longer required to self-isolate if they live in the same 

household as someone with COVID-19 or are a close contact of someone with COVID-19. 

Those identified as a close contact will be required to take a PCR test, but there is no 

requirement to self-isolate while awaiting PCR test results unless the individual is 

symptomatic, in which case they should stay at home until the test results are received. If 

no symptoms are present then individuals can attend school as usual. However, if a child 

takes a PCR test, results should be reported to school as soon as possible.  

To air on the side of caution, on returning to school in September we are maintaining a number 

of protocols, which include:  

Drop off and pick up from school - 

• Arrival time between 8.45 and 8.55 am. If you arrive after 8.55am, the gates will be locked 

and your child will have to come through Reception. They will be marked as ‘Late’. 

• Children will continue to enter through their allocated gate.   

• Y5 and Y6 children may walk home but only if permission has been provided. 

• Parents continue to be advised to avoid public transport and instead walk, cycle or use family 

transport. Where public transport is unavoidable, face coverings should be worn.  

• School lessons will finish at 3.15pm, after which children will be escorted to their allocated 

gate for pick up. 

• Staff will continue to collect and return your child to their allocated gate.  

• Parents/carers will not be allowed on site, however, if you wish to speak to a member of 

staff, you are welcome to go to Reception to make appointment. Please continue to wear a 

face mask if you feel comfortable to do so – although this will not be enforced. Please be 

mindful of others around you when picking-up/dropping-off your child(ren). 

• Children will have staggered break and lunch times. Bubbles are no longer required in school, 

however, we will continue to be cautious and social distancing will be encouraged where 

possible within key phases.  

• Children are encouraged to bring water bottles into school, but they must be taken home 

each night to be washed.  

• Lunches will be provided for those children entitled to free school meals. 

• Children will be required to wear school uniform.  



 

 

• KS2 children will continue to come to school in PE kit on allocated PE days, however this 

must be school uniform. KS1 children will bring PE kit to school and change in school as part 

of their skills development.  

Learning –  

• A full broad and balanced curriculum will be delivered to each child. If a child is isolating, 

there is an expectation they will complete remote learning if well enough to do so.  

Hygiene and Behaviour –  

• Children will continue to be reminded on effective infection control, including social 

distancing and hygiene measures such as washing hands on arrival to school, before and 

after eating and after coughing or sneezing etc. 

• Each classroom has its own sanitising and cleaning products.  

• Staff will be sanitising and cleaning equipment regularly. 

• Each year group has an allocated set of toilets. 

• Pupils will wash their hands regularly throughout the day, on entering school, before/after 

eating, coughing or sneezing and before they leave school. 

• Enhanced cleaning measures will continue. 

• First aid staff will wear full PPE when dealing with pupils who have symptoms of Covid.  

Tracing close contacts and isolation  -  

• Close contacts will now be identified via NHS Test and Trace and school will no longer be 

expected to undertake contact tracing. As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS 

Test and Trace will work with the positive case and/or their parent to identify close 

contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace where 

the positive case and/or their parent specifically identifies the individual as being a close 

contact. This is likely to be a small number of individuals who would be most at risk of 

contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close contact. You may be contacted in 

exceptional cases to help with identifying close contacts, as currently happens in managing 

other infectious diseases. 

• Any child/adult who has suspected symptoms should not attend school and should have a 

PCR test. Children under 18 years old and fully vaccinated adults, are no longer 

required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19 

or are a close contact of someone with COVID-19. Those identified as a close contact 

will be required to take a PCR test, but there is no requirement to self-isolate while 

awaiting PCR test results unless the individual is symptomatic, in which case they should 

stay at home until the test results are received. If no symptoms are present then 

individuals can attend school as usual. However, if a child takes a PCR test, whether 

negative or positive, results should be reported to school as soon as possible.  

• If a child becomes ill with suspected Covid symptoms in school, parents/carers will be 

expected to collect them immediately and a PCR test taken as above.  

• Any potential breaches of hygiene rules or challenging behaviour will result in pupils being 

sent home.  

School will continue to have a role in working with health protection teams in the case of a 

local outbreak. If there is a substantial increase in the number of positive cases in school or 

if central government offers the area an enhanced response package, a director of public 

health might advise us to temporarily reintroduce some control measures. 



 

 

In order to minimise the negative impact of Covid on our children, it is essential they return to 

school, not only for their education, but their mental health and wellbeing.  If you are anxious 

about your child’s return, please do not hesitate to pick up the phone or come and speak to us. 

We are here to support not only your child, but the community too.  

We hope you have enjoyed the summer and managed to have a well-deserved break. We are 

really excited to welcome back our pupils, some old and some new. We are also looking forward 

to having Mr Bourke on our team, who will replace myself as Deputy headteacher and Year 6 

teacher from 1st September.  

Once again we would like to say thank you for your continued support during these 

unprecedented times. It is greatly appreciated!  

 

Miss R Jobey and all staff @ BHPS 

 

 

 

  

 


