
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Rationale 

Battle Hill Primary School 

Play Policy 

This policy sets out the School’s commitment to ensuring that quality 

opportunities for play are available to all our children. We aim to improve 

the way we think about, and provide, opportunities for play. In line with 

North Tyneside Council policy, we believe that all children need 

opportunities to play which allow them to explore, manipulate, experience 

and affect their environment within challenging settings, free from 

unacceptable levels of risk. 

Play provision should be: 
 

‘Welcoming and accessible to every child, irrespective of gender, sexUal 

orientation, economic or social cIRCUMstances, ethnic or cULTURAL 

backgroUND or origin, or individUAL abilities’ 

 

We commit to using the values and principles set out in this policy to 

guide all of our decisions which have an impact on children's play. 

 

Purpose 

We define play as any freely chosen activity which a child finds satisfying 

and creative. It may or may not involve equipment or other people. 

 

We want to improve play opportunities because: 

 

• Play is essential for physical, emotional, social, spiritual and 

intellectual welfare and development 

• Play enables children to explore their physical and social 

environment and develop different concepts and ideas 

• Play encourages self-confidence and the ability to make informed 

choices 

• Play is critical to children’s physical and emotional health and 

wellbeing 

• Play enables children to explore and develop the balance between 

their right to act freely and their responsibilities to others 

• Play is a right for all children under the UN Convention on the 

Rights of the Child, which includes the right to play, recreation and 

leisure (Article 31) and the right to be listened to on a matter 

important to them (Article 12). 

• Play encourages creative thinking and problem solving 



 

 

Play and Risk - Managing Risk in Play Provision 
 

‘Children need and want to take risks when they play.  Play 

provision aims to respond to these needs and wishes by offering 

children sTIMULAting, challenging environments for exploring and 

developing their abilities.  In doing this, play provision aims to 

manage the level of risk so that children are not exposed to 

UNacceptable risks of death or serioUS injUry’.1 

 

An essential element of exploration within the medium of play is the 

opportunity for children to experience freely-chosen activities, where 

they can take acceptable risks and challenge themselves beyond their 

existing capabilities. Allowing children to take acceptable risks develops 

their ability to independently judge risks and learn new skills. 

 

As a team we feel taking risks in play have these benefits. 

 

• Enables children to develop their own boundaries, knowing 

where and when to take a risk 

• Builds confidence 

• Develops independence 

• Promotes peer interaction and reciprocity 

• Extends experiences and develops life skills for the future 

 

It is the school’s responsibility to strike a balance between the risks and 

the benefits of play. This policy sets out the school’s overall objectives 

for risk management in play provision, and the school recognises the 

challenge that this brings. 

 

To manage the level of risk within our play provision we will adopt North 

Tyneside’s managing risk in play provision guidelines. 

 

These guidelines are: 

 

• Recognising the need for professional judgements in setting the 

balance between safety and other goals 

• Ensuring risks are as apparent as possible to staff and children 

• Designing spaces where the risks of hazards are clearly apparent 

• Ensuring that hazards that children may not appreciate will be 

controlled and managed 

• Providing trained staff to supervise play settings 

 

 

 



 

 

Carefully considered and comprehensive risk assessments of all play 

provision within the school should be reviewed on an annual basis, or 

whenever significant change/development in play provision/equipment 

takes place. 

We have appointed a play champion school governor who helps to hold the 

school to account on how it’s play policy, strategy and action plan is being 

implemented. 

 

The Role of Adults in Play 

We will be guided by the Playwork Principles as the set of values most 

appropriate to developing the role of the adults supporting play. 

 

The Play Environment 

We believe that a rich play environment supports both play and learning. 

We will be guided by the principles set out in 'Best Play What Play 

Provision Should Do for Children' and Play England's 'Design Guide for 

Play' in the development of our outdoor environment. 

 

For the reasons set out within this policy on the value of play supported 

by our professional experience and , we are committed to creating those 

conditions which support the amount, richness, diversity and quality of 

children's play at our school. 
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