
Battle Hill Primary School 

Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities Information Report  

 Welcome to our SEN information report which is part of the North Tyneside’s Local Offer for learners with 
Special Educational needs (SEN).  

1. The kinds of special educational needs for which provision is made at the school.  

Battle Hill Primary School is a mainstream setting where children come first.  We aim to provide the best 
possible education for every child within a warm and caring ethos.  We are committed to ensuring equality 
of education and opportunity for all pupils.  We believe that all pupils are entitled to a broad, balanced and 
relevant curriculum that can be adapted to meet specific needs.  We provide “quality first teaching” to allow 
all children to reach their potential.  However, at times a child may require additional support beyond this 
practise.  This report outlines how we aim to support these needs in the following areas:   

1. Communication and interaction needs; including speech and language needs and ASD (Autism) needs  

2. Cognition and learning needs; including moderate learning difficulties, severe learning difficulties, 
dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia  

3. Social, mental and emotional health needs; including ADD, ADHD and Anxiety Disorder  

4. Sensory or physical needs: including physical disability, hearing and visual impairment  

If a pupil has SEND, then their needs will fit into one or more of these categories.  

A school’s provision for SEND is defined as support which is additional to or different from that which is 
available to all pupils.   

 

2, School Policies. 

 All of our school policies are interlinked and should be read and informed by all other policies. In particular, 
the SEND policy is linked to behaviour, anti-bullying, medical and curriculum policies. Our Local Offer for 
parents and children with SEN and disabilities can be found on our website. This SEND policy is written to 
comply with the 2014 Children and Families Act and its SEN Code of Practice together with the Equality Act 
2010. Our SEN Policy is also available on our website. 
Enquiries about an individual child’s progress should be addressed at first to the class teacher since he or 
she is the person who knows the child best. Other enquiries can be addressed to Louise Walsh – SENCo. 
Please make an appointment with the school office if you wish to speak to the SENCo 

 

 

 
 
Identification of children requiring SENS (SEN Support) 
 
Children with SEN are identified by one of three assessment routes all of which are part of the overall 
approach to monitoring progress of all pupils: 
 

1. The progress of every child is monitored at termly pupil progress meetings. Where children are 
identified as not making progress in spite of Quality First Teaching they are discussed with the 
SENCo and a plan of action is agreed. Children at this stage will be on our Monitoring system, as 
explained in our Local Offer which is available on our school web site. 

2.  Class teachers are continually aware of children’s learning. If they observe that a child is making 
less than expected progress, given 
their age and individual circumstances, they will seek to identify a cause and differentiate their 
lessons to address individual’s needs. 



This can be characterised by progress which: 
 

• is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline 
• fails to match or better the child’s previous rate of progress 
• fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers 
 

3. Parents sometimes ask us to look more closely at their child’s learning. We take all parental 
requests seriously and investigate them all. Frequently, the concern can be addressed by Quality 
First Teaching or some parental support. 

 
 
Although the school can identify special educational needs, and make provision to meet those needs, we 
do not offer diagnoses. Parents are advised to contact their GP if they think their child may have ASD or 
ADHD or some other disability. 
 
 
 
 
 Our Approach to teaching pupils with SEN 
High quality teaching, differentiated for individual pupils, is the first step in responding to pupils who have or 
may have SEN. Additional intervention and support cannot compensate for a lack of good quality teaching. 
 
We believe that all children learn best with the rest of their class. Our aim is for all children to be working 
independently, in class, at the cusp of their potential. Children with SEN and disabilities are entitled to be 
taught by their teacher, not always by a TA. Teachers aim to spend time each day working with all children 
with SEN, individually or as part of a group. 
 
When allocating additional TA support to children, our focus is on outcomes, not hours: we aim to put in 
sufficient support to enable the child to reach their challenging targets, but without developing a learned 
dependence on an adult. The school has a range of interventions available which are listed on a provision 
map. When considering an intervention, we look first at the child’s profile of learning in order that we can 
select the intervention which is best for the individual. 
 
 Targets for children at SENS are deliberately challenging in the attempt to close the attainment gap 
between the children and their peers. Interventions are often crucial in closing these gaps, so are monitored 
closely by both the class teacher- who monitors progress towards the targets during the 
intervention- and by the SENCo who monitors overall progress after the intervention. 
 
• Interventions are planned in blocks according to the type of intervention needed. 
• At the end of each block, children’s progress is assessed and recorded. 
• A decision is them made as to whether to continue the intervention, to swap to a 
new intervention, or to allow a period of consolidation in class. 
The SENCo monitors interventions to identify ‘what works’. 
 
 
When a pupil is identified as having special educational needs, we support their development and 
progress by: 

  Quality first inclusive teaching (*wave1) is clearly defined in our setting and staff plan and monitor 
strategies implemented to enable a child to succeed in their learning. Class Teachers plan for 
different types of learners (visual, audio and kinaesthetic).  They differentiate learning tasks to meet 
needs of their pupils and plan for support staff to 

 Each half term we have Pupil Progress meetings with class teachers and senior staff to monitor 
every child’s progress. At the end of each term class teachers will have a Pupil Progress meeting 
with the Headteacher. This is another way that your child can be identified as not making as much 



progress as expected, for these pupils extra support will be put in with groups or individuals to meet 
their needs. 

 Should additional support be required (*Wave 2 or 3) this will be undertaken after consultation with 
relevant staff, the learner and families as necessary. 

  Interventions are monitored for their impact and if necessary adapted to meet individual’s needs.  
 Interventions for groups or for 1:1 may take place for a short period of time or over a longer period 

of time. This is dependant on a pupil’s progress and needs. 
 If your child is still not making expected progress we will discuss with you further interventions or 

referrals to outside professionals to support your child’s learning. (*Wave 3) 
 All information from outside professionals will be shared with you. The SENCo will arrange to meet 

with you to discuss any new assessments and recommendations from outside agencies. 
 Interventions within school and work carried out by outside professionals (* Wave3) will be 

monitored over a period of time. Should there continue to be concerns about an individual’s 
progress you will be invited in to discuss this with agencies involved. 

 An EHC plan will be considered with all parties at a meeting if it is felt that there has been 
insufficient progress, despite extra support, and that this is necessary to further assess and meet 
the individual child’s needs. 
 

  The other people / agencies and teams providing services to children with a special educational 
need / disability in school include: 
Class Teachers, 
Support staff, 
SENCo, 
Learning Mentor, 
Visually impaired team, 

       Hearing impaired team 
       Dyslexia Team, 

Speech and Language Team, 
Language and Communication Team , 
School Nurse, 
Educational Psychology Service, 
Occupational therapist 
Behaviour support Team 
CAMHS 
 
 

 
 

Staff Training 

All staff have completed, and will continue to receive, ongoing training in special educational needs and 
disabilities.  

 We regularly invest time and money in training staff to improve Wave 1 provision for all children, to 
develop and enhance skills for Wave 2 and Wave 3 interventions. 

 Teaching staff attended a training session on teaching children with ADHD.  

 Some staff members have received training on Read, Write Ink a literacy intervention used in our 
school. 

 A support assistant in KS2 has received full training on the new maths intervention 1St class @ 
number. Due to the success of running this in school we have decided to invest in full training for 
another support assistant in KS1 so that this resource can be used as a maths intervention in KS1. 



 One teacher is currently being trained as a Reading Recovery teacher so that this can run and 
address needs of children in KS1 

 A new Basic Skills session will be taught across the school for 25 minutes 3 times a week. KS2 
support staff have received training on teaching phonics within these sessions.  

 KS2 teaching staff will receive training on the new system being set up in school for delivering 
phonics within the basic skills sessions. 

 Training sessions will be scheduled around SEN as part of Staff Continual Professional 
Development. 

 Resuscitation training is refreshed on an annual basis to meet medical needs within the 
school. 

 Staff are up to date with first aid training 

 Staff have been trained on the importance of teaching vocabulary. 

 Some staff have been trained on the Lego Therapy Programme. 

 4 x staff in KS1 & KS2 trained in Boosting Reading Potential. 

 

Our trained Special Educational Needs Coordinator provides advice and guidance to staff and 
liaises with parents/carers and professionals outside the school. 

Our SENCo is responsible for 

 Keeping a register of SEN across the school and generating a provision map of individual 
pupil’s needs. 

 Making sure there is a record of SEN children’s needs including any assessments and 
reports and tracking progress. 

 Co-ordinating all the support for children with special educational needs and or disabilities. 

 Tracking progress of SEN children and arranging interventions accordingly.  

Ensuring parents/ carers are kept informed of interventions and support their child is 
receiving and reporting n their child’s progress 

 

 

 

How we will inform you about any concerns about your child’s learning   

 When a teacher or a parent has raised concerns about a child’s progress, and targeted quality first 
teaching at Wave 1* has not resulted in required progress, the teacher will raise this with the 
SENCo.  

 Class Teachers will discuss your child’s progress with you at parents’ evenings throughout the 
school year.  Any Individual targets will be shared and discussed with you at these meetings. You 
will be informed of any concerns and any monitoring of your child’s progress at Wave 1 and Wave 
2* of our school provision map for meeting individual needs. 

 When the school identifies the need for additional intervention to enable a child to make expected 
progress parents /carers will be informed and given the opportunity to discuss this further. 

 

If we feel it beneficial to involve specialist outside agencies to help meet your child’s needs you will be 
contacted by the SENCo to discuss this and to gain your approval to refer to the appropriate agency 
 



 
What are the arrangements for consulting young people with special educational needs about, and 
involving them in, their education? 
  
Where appropriate children with an  Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) are invited to attend part of the 
annual review meeting and are invited to give advice via child friendly questionnaires 

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s special educational needs?   

• We ensure that all children with special educational needs are provided for to the best of the school’s 
ability with the funds available.   

We have a team of teaching assistants and part of their responsibility is to deliver programmes designed to 
meet individual or groups of children’s needs.  

The budget is allocated on a needs basis. The children who have the most complex needs are given the 
most support.     
 

How will equipment and facilities be adapted for children and young people with special 
educational needs? 
  
The school’s facilities and equipment are available to all children whether they have SEN or otherwise. 
 Adaptations will continue to be made to the physical environment of the school in order to ensure access 
for all with varying physical needs.  A range of specialist equipment and resources are used to support the 
children’s development and understanding.  

 How accessible is the school environment? 
 

 Our school has an accessibility policy 
 All areas of the school are accessible by wheelchair.  Disabled parking bays are 

available in the staff car park. 
Accessible toilet facilities are available 

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom,  
Including school trips? 

 

 All children are included in all parts of the school curriculum and we aim for all children to be 
included on school trips. We will provide the necessary support to ensure that this is successful and 
may discuss this in advance with parents. It might be appropriate for a parent/carer to accompany a 
child on a school trip, depending upon the child’s individual needs 

 A risk assessment is carried out prior to any off site activity to ensure everyone’s health & safety will 
not be compromised. In the unlikely event that it is considered unsafe for a child to take part in an 
activity, then alternative activities that will cover the same curriculum areas will be provided within 
the school environment, wherever possible. 

  A variety of after school clubs are provided during lunchtimes and after school. We aim for these to 
be as inclusive as possible and may provide additional staff or sessions in order to achieve this. 
Some children find the lunchtime period challenging. Each child’s needs will be considered on an 
individual basis. 

Emotional and social Development 
 

At Battle Hill Primary School we recognise that some children have extra emotional and social needs that 
need to be developed and nurtured. These needs can manifest themselves in a number of ways, including 
behavioural difficulties, anxiousness, and being uncommunicative. 



All classes follow a structured PSHE (Personal, Social, Health end Economic education) curriculum to 
support this development. However, for those children who find aspects of this difficult we offer 

 .Nurture Groups, lego therapy and KS2/3 Transition nurture groups. 
 Lunchtime and playtime support through planned activities and groups. 

If your child still needs extra support, with your permission the SENCo will access further support through 
the EHA process or through a CAMHS referral. 

 

 

GOVENORS  

Our SEN Govenor is Mr K Hartridge, He can be contacted through our school. 

 

Supporting Families 

The school works in partnership with families to help them support their children’s learning outside of 

school. 

 

Families are also signposted to services / organisations through the Local Offer. 

 

Further Information 

Behaviour and anti-bullying policies are regularly reviewed with a focus on how they affect pupils’ with 
special educational needs or disabilities. 

Other useful documents such as our Special Educational Needs and Inclusion Policy are also available on 
the school website.   

The school’s self-evaluation process will look at teaching and learning for pupils with special educational 
needs and disabilities.   

All school-related activities are evaluated in terms of their benefit to the learning and inclusion of pupils with 
special educational needs and disabilities. 

If you would like further information about what we offer here at Battle Hill Primary School then please 
contact the Special Educational Needs Coordinator  Louise Walsh on 2007246. 

School entitlement offer to pupils with special educational needs or disabilities  

 Support Available Within School 

(Also see Wave1,2 and 3 of  interventions and 
strategies.) 

Communication and 
Interaction Needs: 

 

e.g.  

 Autistic Spectrum 
Disorders 

 Speech, Language and 
Communication Needs 

 Social communication 

 Visual timetables 

 Areas of low distraction 

 Support / supervision at unstructured times of the day. 

 Social skills programme / support including strategies to 

enhance self-esteem. 

 Small group work to improve skills.   

 ICT is used to support learning where appropriate.   



difficulties 
 

 Strategies / programmes to support speech and 

language development. 

 Strategies to reduce anxiety / promote emotional 

wellbeing. 

 Where appropriate we will use support and advice from 

other partners to meet the needs of pupils.   

 Planning, assessment and review. 

 Work with pupils, parents, carers and staff to develop 

and review plans based on the need of the pupil.   

 Teaching resources are routinely evaluated to ensure 

they are accessible to all pupils. 

 Differentiated curriculum and resources 

 

Cognition and Learning 
Needs: 

 

e.g. 

 Moderate Learning 
Difficulties 

 Strategies to promote/develop literacy and numeracy. 

 Provision to support access to the curriculum and to 

develop independent learning. 

 Small group targeted intervention programmes are 

delivered to pupils to improve skills in a variety of areas. 

 ICT is used to reduce barriers to learning where possible. 

 Support and advice is sought from outside agencies to 

ensure any barriers to success are fully identified and 

responded to. 

 Planning, assessment and review. 

 Access to teaching and learning for pupils with special 

educational needs is monitored through the schools self-

evaluation process. 

 Teaching resources are routinely evaluated to ensure 

they are accessible to all pupils. 

 Work with pupils, parents, carers and staff to develop 

and review plans based on the need of the pupil.   

 Differentiated curriculum and resources 

 

Social, Mental and 
Emotional health  

e.g. 

 Behavioural needs 
 Social need 
 Mental health needs 
 Emotional Health and 

 The school ethos values all pupils.  

 Behaviour management systems encourage pupils to 

make positive decisions about behavioural choices. 

 The schools behaviour policy identifies where reasonable 

changes can be made to minimise the need for 



Wellbeing 
 

exclusions.   

 Risk assessments are used and action is taken to 

increase the safety and inclusion of all pupils in all 

activities. 

 The school provides effective pastoral care for all pupils. 

 Support and advice is sought from outside agencies to 

support pupils, where appropriate.   

 Small group programmes are used to improve social 

skills and help them deal more effectively with stressful 

situations. 

 Outdoor learning is used to offer a different approach to 

the curriculum.   

 Our Learning Mentor is available at lunch times / break 

times to support pupils. 

 

 Information and support is available within school for 

behavioural, emotional and social needs. 

 

Sensory and Physical 
Needs: 

 

e.g. 

 Hearing/Visual 
Impairment 

 Multi-sensory impairment 
 Physical and Medical 

Needs 

 Support and advice is sought from outside agencies to 

support pupils, where appropriate.   

 ICT is used to increase access to the curriculum. 

 Support to access the curriculum and to develop 

independent learning. 

 Advice and guidance is sought and acted upon to meet 

the needs of pupils who have significant medical needs. 

 Access to Medical Interventions. 

 Access to programmes to support Occupational Therapy 

/ Physiotherapy. 

 Support with personal care if and when needed. 

 Staff receive training to ensure they understand the 

impact of a sensory need upon teaching and learning. 

 Staff understand and apply the medicine administration 

policy. 

 The Special Educational Needs Coordinator completes 

any necessary training in order to offer advice and 

guidance to staff about the needs of pupils. 

 All entrances to the school have ramps fitted to allow 

wheelchair access. 

 The school has disabled toilets / facilities 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


